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These women had been called many names—yujo, geisha, comfort
women, waitrees, waitresses, tea girls, liquor house girls, bar girls,
licensed sex workers, and so on. They often showed up in the partic-
ular identity that a particular era, unit, or place needed them to be.
Their ways of working might have changed for the era and their
identity's needs, but these women's jobs were all similar—a major
part of them was about sexual interactions.

People tend to have the impression that these women worked in the
shiny sex-related entertainment industries. Little did they know
about their silent dedication of their softness to the nation in the
course of Taiwan's history. Throughout Taiwan's modern history,
from Japan's colonization, World War 1I, the post-war period, the
Cold War, to Taiwan's Economic Miracle, these women had been
supported themselves or their families with their sex-related labor.
They became a part of national mobilization whenever the policies
demanded and they always carried out the tasks assigned to them by
the government. Nevertheless, this sort of sex-related labor has
been considered the disgraceful past of history by the nation. For a
better image of the nation, these women had no choice but to be
forgotten in people's memories. They had always existed on the
periphery of Taiwan's so-called mainstream history.

Herstory Under the Flying Flag discusses how "these women", the
sex-related laborers, became a part of the national mobilization in
Taiwan's history. During the Japanese ruling period, the legal pros-
titution system had become one of Japan's territorial expansion
policies. In the post-war period, there were the patriotic liquor
house girls; and the military paradises set up by the anti-communist
Nationalist government with a mission of national salvation. Last
but not least, there were also bar girls that accompanied the U.S.
soldiers in Taiwan during the Cold War.
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